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in theſe walls and withoit, and late as the hour is, 1 feel ijt 


|| my duty to make fome”obſeryaion, ado deliver my oinlon 14 


cn a meaſute of high importance at all times, but zelle 
5 t, Fo period, is become infinitely more intereſting” than erer. 
I fear, however, that my convition'on this ſubject is not co. 

mon to the Houſe: I fer that we are not likely to be-a 
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+ the manner in Which it has been giſeuſſed this night, I foreſs 
dat, ſo far from being unanimous on the propoſition, we ſhal 


itſelf, much leſs as to the: nature of the meaſures, 
mind, chat fituation, and thoſe circumſtances imper 
I! cannot ſuppreſs my aſtoniſhment at he 
gentlemen on this day. 
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_ _ misfortune that we haye incurred, To perſons who feel this 16. +. 


de our ſitvation, every propoſition fending*to meliorate the. con- 


| dition of the country muſt be ſubjeR of jealovly and alarm ; and 
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if we really differ ſo widely in ſentiment as to the ſtate. of e 


country, L fee. no probability of an agreement in avy meaſure se: , 
according io my view of gur cie- 


© *cutnſtances, all that part of the argument. 1 reform high 
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10 perilous, ſo imminent, that, though I do not feel conſcigus of © 
deſpair, an emotion which the heart ought not to admit, yet it 
Leoomes nearer10 that ſtate of hazard, when the fentiment ay a Ol 
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term be ſo underſtood by the Houſe, I. myſt fay, that Lam 1 . 


| uy we are not ere approaching to. a ſtate of ee e 1 
of abſolute diſſolution; and with this conviction, indelibly im- 5 


preſſed upon my heart, gentlemen will not believe that I diſregard 
all the general arguments that have been uſed againſt the motion 
the danger of n from any difreſpeR 10 
the Honoarabls Members who have 
nuity with which they have been preſſed, but becauſe I am hrmly 
| perfoated that they are totally applicable to the + ama noe 
under which we come to the diſcuſſion,” With the ideas that 
entertain I cannot liſten for a moment to ſuggeſtions that are 
e only. to other ſituations and to other times; for unleſs 
We arerefplved, in a helpleſs puſillanimity, or in a ſtupid torpor, 
"to luccumb, and to wait with feſignation the approach of our 


8 to lie down and die, we. mult take bold and deciſive mea- L -4 
- "ſures for our deliverance... We muſt not be deterred: oy meaner 5 TY 


© apprehenſions. . We muſt combine. all our ſtrength, fortify one 
another by the communion of our courage; and by a . 


exertion of national wiſdom, patriotiſm, and. vigour, take Weine | 


- Fares for the chance of ſalvation, and encounter with unap palled _ 
| Hearts, all the enemies, foreign and internal, all the dangers and 
-._calam ties of every kind which preſs ſo heavily upon us. Such is 
w view of the preſent emergency of England ; and under 7 


- Impre effion, I cannot for a moment liſten to the argument of dan> 


Ser Aeg from innovation, ſince our ruin is inevitable if we. 


rſue the courſe which has brought | us to the brink. of the pteci- ; 


piceg But before I enter on the ſubject of the propoſition that has 
deen made to us, 7 muſt take notice of an inſinuation that has 
again and again been flung. out by gentlemen. on the other fide 


of the Houſe, on party feel! lings, in which. they affect to deplore | 
. the exiſtence of 2 injurious to the welfare of the public. 
repetition of this inſinuation, that 8 


1 ſuſpect, by the fre E 
- Erie of W it be believed, or that they underſtand 


themſelves b by. Foe: word par ny feelings, an unprincipled combina- 
0 office and its emoluments, the eager- 


neſs or zeal of which leads them to entertain and to act upon feel. = 


tien of men che purſult o 


ings of perſonal enmity, ill-will, and oppofition to his Majeſty's | 
Naters. Tf ſuch be their interpretation of party feelings, or if the 


unconſcious of any ſuch feeling, and f am fur that I can ſpea 


” with confidence for my friends, that they ate actuated by no mo- 5 


tives of fo debaſing a nature. But if they underſtand by party 
baer that men of honour, who entertain ſimilar principles, 


ed them, or to the e. N 
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conceſve that thoſe principles may He more beneficially and ſue- 


r purſued dy the force of mutual ſupport, harmony, and 
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| ans advantage to the cauſe of truth and the conſtitution; af al. 


vantage to freedom and bumanity; an adyantage to whatever h. 
nourable object they may be engaged in, that men purſue it with WM 

FF 2Þ£ the united force of party feelings, that is te ſay, purſue; it mn 
fſttihe confidence, Zzeal, and ſpixit, which the communion of gait - 
confidence is likely to inſpire; and if the Hohbourable Gentlemen 
apply this deſcription of party feelings to the purſuit in which . i 
we are engaged, I am equally ready to ſay that the e 1 
Condition of the empire ought to animate and invigorate the Þ 
union of all thoſe who feel it to be their. duty to check and act 
__ a career that threatens us with ſuch inevitable ruin. For ſurf ex -Þ 
_ + thoſewho think that party is a good thing for ordinary occaſions, | 
muſt admit that it is peculiarly. ſo on emergencies like tho pr er 
ſentz; it is peculiarly. incumbent upon men who gel the valug © - 
united exertion. to combine all their ſtrength to exktrieate ther i 
. _ veſſel when in danger of being ſtranded. But gentlemen ſem i 
Tic inſinuate that this union of action is directed more again 
per ſons than meafures, and that. allufions ought not to be made 
do the conduct of particular men. It is not eafy to analyſe lu 
ſeort of imputation, for it is nat eaſy to disjoin bee e Tot 
its author, nor to examine the origin and progreſs of any evil * 
BD _ without alfo inquiring into and {crutinifing the motives and tles 
conduct of the perſons who gave it riſe. + How, for inſtance, s 
itt poſſible for us to enter into the diſcuſſion. of the particular: Il 
3 Aueſtion now before the Houſe, without à certain mixfure;at- 77 AM 
perſonal alluſion? We complain that the repreſentation af the 
people in Parliament is defective. How does this complaint ,_ f, 
boriginate? From the conduct of the majòorities in Parliam em. 1 

Does not this naturally lead us to inquire whether there is nh > 
ſemechiopg fundargentally erroneous. in election, or ſome thing 8 
FF incidentally vicious in the treatment of thoſe majorities? WW 
.-... ſurely muſt be permitted to inquire whether the fault and cala... 
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mity of which we complain is mherent-in the nature af the in- * - | 
{|  -_ ſtitnitiop, in which nothing perſonal is to be aſerihed to Miniſters, | - 
as it will operate in = more or Jeſs degree in all the circumſtan ces 
Ain which we may find ourſelves; or whether it is not an Oo 
ſionaf abuſe of the original inſtitution, applicable only to ther, 
times and to theſe men, in which they are peculiarly; guilty, * 
dat from which ſyſtem: repreſentation itſelf ought. to ſtand ale. 
I put the queſtion in this way, in order to ſhew that a certain. © 
degree of perſonality is inſeparable from the diſcuſſion, and that 
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this is 5 example of there being nothing peculiarly; .' 
._ ©” heſtile to perſens in this ſubject; it is not a thing now taken u ß 
- for the firſt time, meditated and conceived in particular hoſtility © il 
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bene „ Right Mat Gar: tek it c bee that | 
. ky; - he himſelf has again and again introduced and patronized hs 
* £3 5 ſame ſubject, and that on all: the occaſions on which he has WT + 
3 brought it forward it has invariably: received m my approbation and. 
3 " Tapport When he brought it forward firſt in the year 1782, 
kat is, by the bye, an a time of war, and in a time of ſeverepreſ- 
flu of publie calamity, I gave to the propoſition of the Ho- | 
--- *. Houtabk Gentleman my feeble ſupport. Again when he brought }'F_ 
it forward in the year 1783, at if time when I was in an office OW 
5 . in his Majeſty's ſervice, 1 ga ve it my ſupport.” Again, in 
Ha 5 8 year 1785, when the Right H ar et Gentleman himfelf | © 
maus in place, and renewed his propoſition, it had my counte= : 
|  "natice and ſupport. I have invariably declared myſelf a fiene 1 
38 5 | IvPartiamemary reform by whomſocver propoſed; and though 9 5 
5 5 = In all the diſcufſions that have heretofore taken place, I have 
Nad occaſion to expreſs my doubt as to the efficacy of the parti-- _ 
|  eular mode, I have never heſitated to fay that the principle itſelf 85 "4 
> By was beneficial, and that though not called for with the yrgeney,. 
Wich ſome perſons, and among others the Right Honqurabſe 
8 Gentleman, deelared to exiſt, 5 conflantly was of opinion that - F 13 
it ougght not to be diſcouraged. Now, however, that all doubt 
upon the ſubject ĩ is removed by the 'preffure of our calamities, 3 
And that no ſpark of hope remains for the country, and the = 1.55 
+ >. @readful alternative ſeems to be whether we ſhall fink into the | __ 
maoſt abject thraldom on the one ſide, or continue in the ſame 
” = __- eourſcuntilwearedfiven into the horrors of anarchy on the other, 8 | N Z 
ls ea have no heſitation in ſaying that the plan of recurring to the 8 
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Principle of melioration which the conſtitution points out, * Bo 

|. - become a defideratum to the people of Great Britain. Between 
ke alternatives of baſe and degraded ſlavery on the one fide, or 5 1 

. of tumultuous, though, probably, ſhort-lived anarchy on the. * 


5 other, though no man would hefitate to make his choice,” yet, 
i there be a courſe obvious and practicable, which; without DR 
eeither violence or innovation, may lead us back to the vigour”. 3 1 
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5 55 we have leſt, to the energy that has been ſtifled, to the . EE 
_. =. ence that has been undermined, and yet preſerve every thing 1 in , 1 
. Ats place, a moment ought not to be loſt in embracing the chanee | "© * 


Which this fortunate proviſion of the: N 2 5 has mate 324 5 
11. iſh fafety. EH, 
5 This | is my opinion, andhit is not an opinion e founded. 
EE ;-./ pon theory, but upon actual obſervation of What is pafff ing i in 
. be 4 world. J conceive that if we are not reſolved te mut Out 
eee.yes to the inſtructive leſſons of the times, we muſt be con- 15 2 * 
Vuinced of the propriety of ſeaſonable conceſſion. I ſee nothing, ok 
8 / : ; 3 in what is called tlie } SO example of France to prove to. 
SE me that timely acquieſcence with the defires of the people is more 15 6 2 
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5 there is ſo little in common between the character of 
this day, and the character of France at the commencement of 
the revolution, that it is/impoſhble to feaſon upon them frem 


ff fitvations of Great Britain and France are ivy; 


parity of, circumſtances ot of character. It is not neceſſary ſor 


me, I am ſure, to enter into any analyſis of the effential differences 


between the character of a people that had been kept for ages im _ 


the barbariſm of ſervitude, and a people Who have enjoyed for 


* f ” : 


0 ſo long a time the light of freedom. But we haye no occaſion - 


hearts, with Which we are better acquainted, opens to us a bon 

557 o legible and elear, that he muſt be blind indeed who is not able 5 | 
do dra from it warning and inſtruction ;. it holds forth a leſſon 
which is intelligible to dulneſs itſelf let us look to the kingdoms 


3 


ot Ireland, and fee how remarkably the arguments and reafons” 


} WES 


ing of this day tally with the arguments and reaſoning that un- 
_ fortunately. prevailed in the ſiſter kingdom, and by which tbe 


I King's Miniſters were fatally. able to overpower the voice 4 
| Teafor and patriotiſm, and ſtifle all attention to the prayers and 
application of the people. It is impoſſible for any coincidence tis 


be more perfect. We are told that there are in England, as it is 


„  faid that there were in Ireland, a fmall number of perſons deſi- 


rous of throwing the. country. into confuſion, and of alienatigng 
the affections of the people from the eſtabliſned government. 
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Permit me, Mr. Speaker, in paſſing, to obſerve that the-Right - 


Honourable, Ohancellor of the Exchequer did not repreſent 


I Honourable! Friend (Mr. Erſkine) quite correctly, when he 
ſtated that my Learned Friend admitted the exiſtence of ſuen 
men. On the contrary, the argument of my Learned Friend ' -_ 


| was hypothetical; he ſaid, If it be true, as it is ſo induſtriouſi - 
aſſerted, that ſuch and ſuch men do exiſt in the country, tbem 


| -- forchyin;wiſdom Jou ought to pterent their gumber from inn 
1 eee ee ee intion of the body; af moderate men 
| who defire:only reform. Ig his opinion I perfectiy acquieſe e 


ia 


With my Learned Friend. I believe that the number of perſons .. 


o 


Hoendurahle Gentleman ſays, that the ftjends of moderate re- 


form are ſew, and that no advantage is to be gained by oonceding 


| tothis very fmall body what, will hot ſatisfy the vioſent, Whicn 
be contends is mote. numerous; and he vehemently demands (0 


know whom he is to divide, whom to ſeparate, and what benefit 


82 


ble is to obtain from this ſurrender? To this I: anſwer, that if 


there are two ſuch bodies, it is wiſdem, it is policy, to prevent 


the one from falling into the other, by granking to the moderate 


1 7 what is jaſt and reaſonable. If the argument of the Right He- 5 PE . 
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noprable, Gentleman be correct, the neceſſity for conceſſion is 
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3 pi core Ip proſelytiſm, und prevent a converſion that by and 8 | Oy 
i eee 'for you"to reſiſt! Mark this, and: ſee how f. 
7 5 - in applies to the precsdent of Ireland. In the Report that has been 
| Gen made by the Parliament of that kingdom on the preſent diſorders, 
| t is fad, that ſo long ago as the year 1791, there exiſted ſome _ . 
3 Th mien in that country, ard ſome ſdeieties, who harboured the deſire OV 
ef ſeparation from England, and who, withed-to ſet up a republi- 
BY . 5 x 4 eat form of government The Report does: not ſtate what was the 
EE preciſe number of thoſe focieties in 1791; it declares, however, that 1 
ide number was ſmall and inſignificant, —From. final beginnings, 1 
EE .-Hdivever, they have mereaſed to'the'alarming number of 100,000 ꝛ 
mie in the piovince of Ulſter only. By what means have they ſoo 
BEE 4 _ Increafed, ard who have been the converts and proltly tes who thus „ 


„ © © Foelle# their numbers to ſo g1ganiic a fize? Obviouſly the men 8 
. 85 85 AD - + who had no ſuch deſi ire, no ſuch feelings, no ſuch deſign originally „ 
3 Doebhidufly the perſons who had no other object in view in all 
E ; da which: they preſented, and in all the applications = 
5 = den ey malleg than Catholic emancipation and reform of Par- 


I Fament; This is alſo admitted by the Report. The ſpirit of re- 
| BET 5 form ſpread over the country ;—they made humble, earneſt, and 
HY = repeated applications to the Caſtle fot redreſs; birt there they found oe 
ned determination to refiſt every Claim, and à rooted averſion {KF 
1 85 dotevery ching that bore even the coleur of reforin. They made 
N their applications to all the eminent and conſiderable characters in 3 
ce, who bach on former occaſions diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
exertions in che pe 85 cauſe; and of ee julth eminent men 
i ee as J feel, with the utmoſt reſpect for their tants 
IN Andi virtues; and for The? Warm intereſt: which they take in ke 
| =» welfare) of the ebuntty. But, unfortunately, they were ſo alarmed | 
the F ench revolution, and by the ery which had been fo art= | | 
keller pby,Minfſters of the ganger of infeckion, that they 
8 = eaald not liſten to the! complaint. What was the con ſequenee? N 
Pzeſe bodies of man}. who! found itin vain to expect it frem he 
FT. ©} e erde Caſtle; dr from the Parliament; and having . 
| bre elfen recurts for redreſs,” joined the ſocieties,” whom 3 1 
-- Report-accuſes" ot cheriſhhm the deſſre of ſeparation from Eng- 
land; and they imbibed'and became converts to all thoſe notions 
of extravaganit and-frantic ambition,'which the Report lays'to their 
e Threatens cer ſequbnces ſo drehdfül and alarm- 
WEE that n wan van ontetnplate oy without. horror . 
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5 1 5 > I 1 "Tt 'What,. then; is the leſſon to be derived: 3 this example, i?” 
REEL - that the coinparatively ſmall ſoeieties of 1791 became ſtrong and 
| formidable by: the acgeſfon of the many Who had bothing in 
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II thoyſand'profelytes. from moderation to violence. This s 
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time Report deſcribes, to have had eee e 
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38 4 view, and the numerous bodies Who were ma 


— 


* 


probable that the original few were not more than ten or twenty 
— in number What, then, do earn from this? That 
tie unwiſe, impolitic, and unjuſt refuſal of Government, to at- 
tend to the applications of the moderate, made eighty or oe: N 
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e neglect of their petition for conſtitutional ae. . „ 
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lefon which the book of Ireland exhibits. Can you refuſe your - . 


gaſſent to the moral? Will any man argue, that if reform had 


deen Koncsded 10 the eighty or ninery thouſand” mogefate pet. 


| 'tioners, yqu would have iis day 10 deplore the union of one 
Hbundred thouſand men, bent on objects fo extenſive, ſo alkrming, 
He to calamitous? I with to warn you by this example. Every al- 


In the ſhort-{1ghted pride and obſtinacy of the e | 
n 4 ASE, 
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_ | ample are you ſtill to go! on with the ſame contemptuous an 
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- "Englithiven, preſles upon us; in the critical moment at which 1! 


s durſeltes the chahce of this teköxerr. Wen Goyes 


I men, chiak that, under the jmapteſlion of ſuch 4 Tyſtend 
on Without a material recurrence t6 firlt privciples,” 
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- Qorreht, or that, having broken its b ept from 
©, overwhelming the country ? Sir, it is not the part of ſtateſ- 
> "Men, it is not the part of rational beings, to FA ourſelves with _ - 
. duch fallacious dreams ; we muſt not fit, down and lament over 
bur hapleſs fiuatien; we mult not deliver ourſelves up to an im- 
pHh)cile deſpondency that would animate the approach of danger; 
.* © but by a ſealonable, alert, and vigorous meaſure of wiſdom, meet 
it with, what we think, a ſufficient and a ſeaſonable remedy.— 
Me may be diſappointed—we.may fail in the application, for no 
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wan can be certain of his footing on ground that is unexplored; _ 
but we (hall at leaſt have a chance for ſucceſs—we ſhall at leaſt ſo 
= _._ -- What helongs to legiſlators, and to rational beings on the occahon, _ 
Aud T have confidenge that our efforts would not be in vain, I fax, 
that we ſhould give ourſelves a chance, and, I may add, the belt 
FChande for deliverance; ſince it Would exhibit to the countrya 
pPf᷑roeof that we had conquered the felt great difficulty that ſtood in 
me way of bettering our condition We had conguered gurſelyes. 
Moe had given a generous triumph to reaſon, gyet prejudice, we 
nad given d _death-bloy to. thoſe miſeraple diſtinchions of he 
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„ ne. e e gl 0 deen maintained between 
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ne 1 ha privilege 3. and through, the.contention; of; our rival je- 
-.-, Jonkees, the genuine rights of the many had been gradually under- 


'* +. mined, and frittered away. I ſay, that this would be giving is 
._*, -Worle—lſccing the progreſs of the moſt ſcandalous waſte counte- 


| + - corruption. no longer requires the maſk of concealment—ſceing 
„ liberty daily infriaged, and the vital ſprings of the nation inſufficient 


. 


vj © unteſs the people are mad or ſtupid, they will ſuſpect that there is 


_ __  fomething fundamentally falſe or vicious in our ſyſtem, and which 
no feform would be equal to correct. Fhen, to prevent all this, and 


* 


be fheconſtitution—yiithout changing its forms, or diſturbing: the 
bharmon; of its parts—without n any thing, out of its place, or 


5 l : a + + oO xt # » 4% 7 
affecting the ſecurities which | 
.  _ - » that jt is the only chance which we have for retrieving our miſ- 


|-..- ». 7 fortunes, by the road of quiet and tranquillity, and by which na- 
EE tional ſtrength may be recovered without 1 the properiy  _ 


"+ of a ſingle individual. | It has been ſaid, that the Houle poſſeſſes 


v. 


2s much as to ſay, that his Majeſty's Minitters poſſeſs the, confi- 
I - _ dence of the country'in the ſame degree as ever, ſince the majgrity. | 
5 . of the eule ſupport andapplaud the meaſures of the Government, | 
aan give. their countenance to all the evils which we are doomed + 


n 
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e;juſtly bold to be fo ſacred, I fay, | I 
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the beſt chance, . becauſe, ſeeing every thing. go on from bad to 


nanced by. the moſtcriminal confidence, and that the effrontery f. 
ode . ; 7 8 "IP . n 2 5 ; 


for the extrayagance of a diſſipated government, E muſt belieFe, that, | 


iz iy if we can effect a reform without touching the main pillars | 


ie confidence of the country as much as ever. This, in tipth, is“ 
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d 0o endure. I was very much. ſurpriſed to hear auy propoſition fo | b 
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acknowledged that there had been, to be ſure, A number of -peti- 
tions preſented. to his Majeſty forthe diſmiſſion of his Mini ters 


The one aſlertion is utterly. incompatible with the other, unleſs gje 


means to aſſert, that the petitions which have been preſented io 
the Throne are of no importance. The noble Lord can hardly, bh 
I think, ſpeak in this contemptuous manner of the petitions. -f. 
Middletex, London, Weſtminſter, Surry, Hampfbire, Vork, 
Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and many other places, unleſs the noble 
Lord means to inſinuate that they are proofs « ony; of our very great 
induſtry, and that they are not the genuine ſenſe of the diſtricts 
3 which they come. If the noble Lord aſcribes them to our 
üſtry, he gives us credit. for much more merit of th; it 1 
. we are. entitled. to ; it cextainly is not the peculiar ch araQte- 4. 


Fo : rillic of the preſent, Oppoſition, that they are very induſtrious in 
agitating the public mind. But grant to the noble Lord his poſi-- N 


tion be it to our induſtry that all theſe petitions. are to be af} 
cribed. If induſtry could procure them, was it our moderation, 
our good, will and forbearance, that has made us for fourteen. years 
relax from this induſtry, and never bring forward theſe petitions 
until now? No, Sir, it Is not to our induſtry that they are tog 
be aſcribed, now, nor to our forbearance that they did not come i 
before. He will, not give us credit for this forbearance; and che 
conſequence is, that he muſt own, upon his imputation of. in- 
duſtry, that the preſent i is the firſt time hen we were ſure of the. 
people, and that the ſe petitions are a proof hat at length the con- 
 hdence: of. the people in Miniſters is haken. That it is ſo, it is 


in vain for the noble Lord, or for any other friend of thoſe Mi- 3 


2 to contend. They, who in former times were eager to 


ſhew their confidence by addreſſes; have. now. been as cager to RE 
5 e their diſapprobation i in petitions for their removal. How, - 


then, can we ſay that the confidence of the people i is not ſbaken; 
1 confidence to be always againſt the people, and never for 
are” It is 2 notable argument, that becauſe we do not find, at 


Pe dhe general election, very material changes in the "repreſentation, 
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the ſentiments of the people continue the ſame, in favour of." 
> war, and in favour of his Majeſty's: Miniſters: - The ver 


|. ground of the preſent diſcuſſion gives the anſwer to this Argu . 


ment. Why do we agitate the queſtion of Parliamentary Re- 
form Why, but becauſe a general election does not afford to the 
people the means of expreſling their voice; becauſe this Houſe 
is not a ſufficient repreſentative of the people? Gentlemen are 
bond of arguing in this circle. When we contend. that Miniſters 


| have not the confidence of the people, they tell us that P arliament, =p. 


is the faithful repreſentative of the ſenſe of the country, When 
wee aſſert that the repreſentation is defective, and ſhew, from the 
5 e to 2 N Tue ERR Houſe d does not K the voice 5 
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of the people, they törm to the general election, and fay, at this 
+ .. period they had an opportunity of cheôſing faithful organs of their 
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| opititon; and betaufo very little or no chavge has taken place in 
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the reprefentation, the ſenſe of the people muſt be the ſame, Sit, 
it is in vin for gentlemen to ſhelter themifelves in this Sr 3 
reslöning. We aſſert, that under the preſent form and practice FU 
„of eleckiens, ve cannot enpect to ſes any remarkable change pro: 
dauced by a gentrat elechen, We mut argue from experience. 
Let us look Baek to the periec of the American war. It Will not 
bd senieg by the Right Honobrable Gentleman, chat towards te 
eeuc of that war, it became extremely unpopular; and that tbe 
King's Miniſters loft the confidence of the nation! In the ver 
| ** 1986/a"diflolation 660 k place; and then it was naturally imagined. =} 
dy ſuperheiat; obſetyers, who did not eNamine the real ſtate of [| 
- ITY - roprofentdtion; that the people” would have returned a Parliament © 
tat Would have mequivocally fpokett their ſemiments on the o-. 
con. What was the enſe I ant able to (peak with confider-'- 
Aube preecsſion. At char eime I was much more than I am at 
|. | piefemt in the wa of knowing perſonally the individoals returned, 
Aua of making ati-accorate/eſtimiate of the acceſfien gained to tbe 
popular fide by that deen, f g take upon me to fay, that | 
tie change Was very ſmall indeed: not mote than three or four 
perſons wert added to the number of thoſe Who had from the be- 
ZJinming oppoſed the diſaſtrous career of the Miniſters in thar War. 
IT I'rememberthatz/ upon that occaßon, Lord Notth made uſe o 
|. + previſely the ſame argument as is now brought forward: «WhatP þ 
tai he, tan you contend: the war is unpopular, after the der 
e eration in:its/fayout that the people have made by their choieee 
e of kepteſentatives? Phe getteral election is the proof that tile 


{> _ «© war;continves to be the war of the people of England.“ Such | 
FN Was the argument of Lord North, and yet it was notorioufß, | 
© © 6therwiſe; o notoriouſly other wiſe, that the Right Hotjourable' | 
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ts chiſe, that no impreſnlion of national -calamity,' no conviction x) 0 
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1155 1 „ Without # reform,“ ſaid} he, the natjon cannot de I 
| % late; this dat mah be put an end 10, bilt what will hoe nd 
„% %% Aga Anh f as certainly as the ſpfrit e Gee, „5 
« «dered/the preſent Wat actuates the fecret councils of the Crow-]n, _ 
„ will you, under the inffüence of à defective repref-nratior; be = 

147 os 67 e involved again in new Wars, and in ſttrrilar calamities . HE 
1 Phbis was his, afgument in 1782, this was his ropheef; AT 2 
„„ the Right” Honourable: Gentleman was à true propf * Preciſely” 2 
as he pronpuneed i, the event happeneck; another war took © . ; 


place,” arid I am ſore It will not be confidered as an aggravation of” 
ts character, that it is at leaſt equal in diſaſter to the war f 
Which che Right” Hofnburable Gentleman evinplained-”* 4 The | 
defect of n he faid, „ is the national difeaſe; 
N 5 4. and Unfeſs you Appl y > rertredy directiy to that diſeafe, "you muſft 
r inevitably": take the confequierices! with which it*is'pregram,””” *; _ 
Wich fach an authority, can any man denz thar'T'reafor right? | 
=_— © Did not the Night Honourable Gentleman demonſtrate his 3 
1 : God! What a fate is tlrat of the — aro WS 0.4 


1 man, and in "what's ſtate of whimſical contatiftion'd Ser om 3 
1 Dutibg the whole 'courfe of his 4dininiftration; ot lx 
. dating the courſe of the preſeim war, every predi ion that mon 1 
made, ever hope thar he kas hel out, every prophecy that he has x 000 


dee as failed; he has difa deten the expectations that 
_ Has raiſed; and erety Re that he has wen, has proved te 
Ee fallae At a phantom Tet, for” 7 56s declarations; - ' | 
19 and not wit Ring the theſe failures, we have ale um a wiſe Mi- „„ 
nifſter. We have given him our confidence'on accourit of fs pre” 
8 dane and habe continued it upon their Hlilure. 'Though!' no 
one etent which he foretold has been verified, we Have continveck 
| to behiolChiniasthe oracle of wiſdo! But in'the'ooly- inſtance in 
| which he really predicted, as if by divine infpiration,” what" bas 
code ee paſs, in that we have treated him With ſtubborn tnere<* 
Wt In 2785, he pronounced the awful prophecy, „ Wittount 
«cz patliamentary reform the nation wilt be > Magn into dex | 
| © wars; without a parliamentary reform you cannot be „„ 
e Againſt bad miniſters, nor can even good miniſters be of ufe W 
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3 you.“ Such was his prediction! and it has come upon us. It 4 
þ would ſsem as if the whole life of the Right Honourable Gentle- : 
man, from that period, had been deſtined by Providence for te 


I illuſtration of his warning. If I were diſpoſed to confider binn 
e entht:Raſt, and a bigot in divination, | we might be apt to e 
Oy _ thine that he had himſelf taken meafüres for the verification of | | + + | 
bis pr 5 He might nowexclaim to us, with the proud fe. 

þ . your of ſuccefs, You ſee the conſequence of not liſtening to che * 
„ Oracle! I told you what would Rappen; it is true that our. 
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II bars exhauſted you as a people; I have brought you to the 
| _ * << brink of ruin, but J told. you beforchand what would happen; 
old vou, that without à reform in the-repreſentation of the 

people, no miniſter, however wiſe, could ſave you; you denied * | 
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0. being mid with that which was the ſubj-@ of their immediate 
I! © .  conlideration. - The purpoſe of the meeting is neceſſarily ſpecified 
Ain ide requiſuion do the ſheriff; and if ad other buſineſs was at- 
tdtempted to be brought forward, the ſheriff would have the power 
1 of dilperſing/ the meeting... T his has actually been experienced; 
ot, at à meeting of a very reſpectable county in Ireland, thbe 
Wl - +. county-of Antrim, after the immediate buſineſs; for which they, 
werd aſſembled was tranſacted, chat of a petition for the diſmiſſlaau 
af his Majeſty's Miniſters, and of Catholic emancipation and re:.“ 
Fl! + - Form, a motion was made for thanks to Earl Moira and myſeltf. 
dog account of the ſteps tat we had taken to turn the attention 
˖ , K Ex 9 Ao ANY 
„ . quivocal proof that the freeholders af that grea and reſpectablle 
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County did not conſider our proceedings as an interference with the 

. =. Independent legiſlature of: the ſiſter Kingdom. But what was the | 
"conduct of the ſheriff on the;occafion?; I do not at all complain 
Fl of it as wrong, becauſe I think that buſineſs onght always to be 
| - __ - previouſly announced, but it ſerves'to ſhew the power of the fhorif þ 
m ſuch caſe. The ſheriff declared that: he-conld not put tile 
queſtion, though he had perſonally no objection to it, becauſe it 
Ad not maße a part of the buſineſs mentioned in the requiſition. 
„Ae, Sir, this is only an example to proue, that, however well 
dA iſpoſed to parliamentary reform, the people could not with pro- 
priety introduge the matter into the petitions agreed upon by meet- 
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%% ͤͤ ⁰ ET EIEES. 1 FRN 23 | i | 4 2 
AIags called for a different puxpoſe. Their ſilence upon the ſubject. 
W 3 „„ 2 AC YES . | CES TY # | * „ ' 8 
„is nc proof either way. The Honourable Gentleman will not pro: |} 
pPpzhbeſy, that becauſe petitions have notſcome up, petitions will not 
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of the malady. Is it not deſirable, in a moment of ſuch agita- 
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ſubject only at a time; perhaps they thought that the ſaxeſt; i 


not the only way to accompliſh a reform in the repreſentation, Nas 
to procure the femoval of thoſe Miniſters ho had abandoned te 


- the. country: in ſuch. a. ſituation as to make it improbable that the 
' univerſal demand of à parliamentary reform, which has burſt 
from the people of Ireland, will not be fpeedily communicated b 


has exaſperated their minds to ſuch a degree as to throw the whole - © 
of that ; EA into confuſion, and that we have daily to dread _ 
the danger of actual inſurrection, ſhall I not take meaſures. to 
The nearneſs of the two countries, the ſympathetic intereſt, the 
ſimilarity of language, of conſtitution, and almoſt of ſuffering, 
make it probable that the one nation will catch the diſeaſe of the 
ther, unleſs we interpoſe a ſeaſonable cure, or rather preventive / - - 
. 


tion, and on the eve of ſuch a criſis as we are likely to en- 


© meaſure. But granting even the fact, that, the country does nt 
now call for this reform a fact which, however, I deny—- is 


Tywpathy to the people of Eugland? When L. ſee that the treat= 
ment which the people of Ireland have received upon this ſubjeQ, - 
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X 7 the riſe of à paſſion that may ſwell into equal tumult: 
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counter? It is wiſdom, it is prudence, to- erect à  fiandard. - 


around Which all the patriotiſm and the moderation of the king 
Jom may rally, and the Government may be ſtrengthened 22 ry 
te piolende of the few by the countenance and ſupport of te 
many. If it be true, as we. have been taught to believe by our 
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broadeſt, it muſt be conceded to me, that a prudent extenſion f 
the repreſentative 9 is x ſalutary mean of widening the 
a 


* 
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and the people? Is it in the energy with which the people are 


nmaiſtration, from the heart: felt conviction that they are founded inn 
wifldom, favourable to their own freedom, and calculated for na- 
tional happineſs? Is it becauſe our reſources are flouriſhing ank 
untouched, becauſe our vigour is undiminiſhed, becauſe our ſpirit is 
animated by ſucceſs, and our courage by our glory? Is it becauſe ' 
._ - Government have in a perilous ſituation, when. they have been 
obliged to call upon the country for ſacrifices, ſhewn.a conciliating 
__ tenderneſs and regard for the rights of the people, as well as. a4 
marked diſintereſtedneſs and forbearance on their, own parts, b 7 
Which they have, in an exemplary manner, made their o²n e- 
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© nomy de keep | pice with the BS 8 Me 5 be qublic „ 8 | 
_ mice; an & Ol, 7958 the le m cans fecured'to' ile Gover ment. on 


. ME N 8 the Ae ion, 1 encrofity, and the Wirit of: the 


5 le” Are thale the fources of the ſtrength of Gbwernment ? I 


as, Sit, to pull the 3 Inquiry; 1 I forbear to allude more par- 
* to ſymptoms Which no man can contemplate at this'mo- 4 
ment Withour 11705 and difmay. It is not the declarations of 
a 


- Right Honourable Gentlemen that conſtitüte the ſtretigth of. 2 


ernment. You may deceive yourſelves by lofty and vain lan- 
Sage, but you yourſelves will 'be the only fupes. That goverti- |. 44 


West alone is ſtrong that has the hearts of the people; and will 
Any man contend that we ſhould” not be more likely to a0 
©: Nrenoth to the face," if we were to extend the baſis of the popular | 
FE: wrt F W old not a Houfe of Commons, Freely eleQed, 


and that was in ruth the repreſentative of. the. People, in — 7 5 


Porting che zadminiſtration of the Crown, be mate likely to eon. 
Liliate and to infure the ſupport of the peo le If this be true 
is the abſtract, it is certainly our” eculidr quty to look for Ms 
10 port in the hour f diffculty. What man "who foreſces Ip 


* Bitrricane ! is not deſrrous of ſtren; hening his/h6uſe ? If he con- 7 : 


| Wives it to be incapable of ſtanding. the ftorm, he forgifies it k 


e and takes. every prerautiob Phich prudenc And 75. 15 
Kates of 


.  Hght can ſuggelt. Sfiall nations aloe be lia to the di 
Fs and fit ſupine” on che approach of the tempeſt ? Let uss 


mot, Sir, be deterred from this act of prudente:by the . i: 


08 that ate made to us, or. a Falſe Mao fons that. are. 
AUraun from the recent occurrences of the Wörld. 5 do not care. 
For miſrepreſentarion, and 1 do not ſeruple to give my opinion 97 

tzhoſe occurrences with freedom. i rance i5' ch he phamom Ws 
"conſtantly. held obt to texrity us from 'our. putpoſe. Look” 3. 
France; Et Will not be dente but that The ttands on the broad 


[1 


* 4 5 N 


. 4 . 


ee, of: free repreſentation. "Whatever other, views the. — DI 


ment of France may exhibit, and which may afford Joſt alarm 10 
ether nations, it cannot be denied that her repleſentathe lem 
cas proved itſelf capable of pigorous iexettion.” At cannot 7G 
Nied but that it has given her in truth gigantic ſtte © WAR Wet fee 15 


xy x ö . fenſibly, Europe feels it too ſenſibfy bly , for deni 
; "a 0 


W. Six, though I do not with you. to imitate. Fi range, nd. 
though 1 am perfuaded eu Have no neceſſity for any terror of 
ſuch imitation! being forced upon you, yet 1 L that you' ought to 
Fake example of what is goad i ie, K ſay, that you 'qught to be 
as reaqy to adopt'the vitties; 45 you are ſteady in Everting 1 from. the 
- :country the vices, of France. fay, that it it is (demonſtrated | 


e the power 01 füdrerfuge to queſtion, that. genuine Tepre- 855 


8 alone gan give folid Power, and that Fn, order to anake 
government ſtrong, the people Wut make the: . government, 1 
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dach this monte, and An in A peo ie according to lr 
original {rap wrt of Four ſyſtem to the ſtrength of your govert- | 


ment. f fay that in ipg this you will not Innovate; you WW | 
not imitate, you will wy recur to the true path of the ith 
tion of England, In making the p eople of 279 a conſtitueti 
Part of the government of England, you do no more than ret 


the genuine Edifice deſigned and framed by our anceſtors. A bo 15 
Honourable Baronet fp oke of the inſtability of e e een 5 


= that hiſtory does: 55 oo, us the example of one the 
laſted eighey years. Sit, I am not Wee. of pure Jemocrs- 


cies, and therefore” his altifion does not apply to my argument. 5 : 
N years however of peace and repoſe would be pretty Welf fer 
0 —any people to enjoy, and would be n 3d Feen e apy 5 


democracy. I am very ready, however, to agree with the H 
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nourable Baronet; that, accordin - In the EXP perience of hiſtory, lp + 


Ancient deinocracies of the wor Were 5 456 and obj ectiona 


on many accounts; their inſtability, their 1 8 "Ie man, 
"A when. we turn 


to the ancient democracies of Greece, when we fee 7755 M 


- other vices, cannot be Wend but, ſu 


* 


all the ſplendbur of the arts and of arms, when we ſee how they 
aroufed and invigorated genius; and to what an clevation” the 
"vine the powers of man; it*canyot be denied that howe 
vicious on the ſcore of ingfatitüde, of injuſtice, they were at lea 
the pregnant and never-failing ſonrce of national ſtrength; 3 
"Haw in particular they brought forth and afforded this ftrengt 3 


eir horrible acts of injuſtice and of in ratitude {0 theit 
own citizens; büt they compel us alſo to admiration”. *theie 
© vigour, © their conſtaney, their ſpirit, - and their exert ons 4 ; 
every great emergency in Which they are called u Cage to 4K. 
We are compelled to own: that jt gives a power, of whick 
nd other form of government f is FT 
corporates. every man wich the Rate, becauſe * 18 arbuſes en 
thing that belongs t to the ſoul as well as to the body of man. 


_cauſe it makes every individual creature feel that he is fighting for EE 


- Kithſelf- and not for another'; ; that it is his own cauſe, his own ; 
. his own concern, his - own dignity. on the face of the 
__ earth 
_ majbitalh; And 5 we find that whatever may be aſcribed, 
=_ whatever ma) he objeQed to them on-accoutit of the turbu⸗ 
y of thi bee Which they engender, their ſhort. duration, 
2 ett di 
of Haß king Fs palm of ſtrength and vigour, "Who. that 


| reads the hilldry of the Perſian War—whit boy, whoſe heart js 


. . 1 7288 * . . the a | 
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itn L 8 
eculiar manner in the moment of difficulty” and Jiſttefs:' "When 3 
we he K at the democracits of the ancient World, we are com. FE EY 
E to acknowledge their oppreſſions to their dependencies, . 


Why ? Becaule it vi 2 


"hd his on intereſt on the identical ſoil which he has to £ 


iſting vices; they have: exacted from the common 5 
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YH 8 Pp ſpixit produced, does not find in this principle the key to all the 5 
- > _ © > Wonders which, were achieved at Thermopyle and elſewhere, 


-  - and af which. the recent and marvellous acts of the Frenck 


F 


erty. oply; eguld create the ſublime and irreſiſtible, emo- 
e 30, vain to. deny, from the ſtriking illuſtration 


RE 12 Are. pregnant: examples? He ſees that the principle f 
8 85 . N 92 


tat our; own times baye given, that the principle is ete- 


I, and that it belongs to. the heart of man. Shall we then 
tot: nefit of this invigorating principle! Shall we 
.__ - _vefuſe to take the benefit which the wiſdom of our anceſtors re. 
_ ſolved that it ſhould. confer on the, Britiſh, conftitution.? With 
die knowledge that it can be reinfuſed into our ſyſtem without 
pe inert, fo terrified, or ſo ſtupid, as to heſitate for ane hour to 
. __-, © _ reſtore. ouürſelves to the health which it would be ſure to give? 
.-. - When we ſee the giant power that it confers upon others, we 
Dicht net to withhold it from Great Britain. Hop long is it 
ide we were told in this Houſe that France was a blank in the 
waß of Europe, add that ſhe lay an eaſy prey to any power that 


Mioſedce, without diſturbing any one of its parts, are we become 


3 


* 


di de diſpoſed to divide and plunder her? Net we ſee that by 
. the mere force and ſpirit of this prineiple, France has brought 8 


+ © Epropy.to her feet. Without diſguifing the vices of France, 
_ ._ - » withaut overlooking the horrors that have been committed, and _ 


3 that have tarniſhed the glory of the revolution, it cannot be de- 


ee they have exemplified the doctrine, that if you with er 
- power you mult lool to liberty, It ever there was a moment 
- when this maxim ought to de dear to us, it is the preſent. we 


hape tried all other means, we have had r-courſe to every ſtrata. 
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Vith going over the whole of that ſeries of diſaſtrous meaſures 


I chat Rave forced upon the country the impreſſion. that the Houſe, _ 
ef Commons has loſt its efficacy in the ſyſtem of government. 
But let us look back to the very fingular circumſtances. under 


Wich the Right Honourable Gentleman came Into: power; from 
tis we ſhall ſee in what eſtimation the Houle of Commons is. 


n * 3 


4 


| eld, even by Government itſelf, when it doe a6t (uit their p:. 


' poſe to extol it as the repreſentative of the people. Th 
=  fourable Gentleman cane into power againſt the Tenſe of the ma | 
|  jority of the then Houſe of Commons; and armed with all the. © 
| {*orrupt power of the Crown, be ſtood, / ane ſucceſsfully refilled. | 
„ of C He declared that jt was 
not the repreſentative of the people, that it did not ſpeak the iS Es 
0 the nation, and he derided its weakneſs and inefficiency, 
| U. 800 


wer of the Houſe of Commons. 
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What is the doQrine that this condp& in 1784 
- - har the Houle of Commons, To long as it obeys f 


Miniſter, fo long as it grants every thing which he demands, ſo 
long as it ſupports every meaſure which he brings forward, is the. | © 
genuine repreſentative of the W it is powerful ana 
AT IBS Sons: Houſe of Commons preſumes 
do be the cenſor of Government—the moment that it allumes the - 
Character of diffidence and oppolition, from that inftant it ceales 
do have power or, authority in the kingdom—it then becomes a 


— 


ſttaw which the Miuiſter can puff away With a breath ; this he 
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| «id, and completed his triumph ! Since that time who will aß 
mat the corrupt influence of the Crown has not made enormous 
ſttides in deſtroying the power of election? Since that time ſour- 
fjlfths of the ele&ion franchiſes of Scotland, and Cornwall parti- 
cularly, have paſſed into the hands of Government, and the, pre- Fa 


* * 


dition which an Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) then made 


* 


upon the occaſion has been literally fulfilled—no Houſe of Com- 


| - mons has been ſince found ſtrong enough to oppoſe the Miniſters _ 
| of the Crown. It has been ſaid that that period was not proper 
to be taken as a teſt of the public ſpirit on the ſubject of tepreſent- 

ation; that it was a moment of national proſperity, and that 
nothing can be decided for or againſt repreſentation by that prece- 

dent. It was, however, in that moment that the ſeeds of rotten. _ 

. . neſs and difſolution were Town. I thought I ſaw them at the 
Arme, and I haye been confirmed in my oblervation by every 
Fe that has occurred ſince, - I paſs over all the period between.” 

tat time up to the preſent war, not becauſe it is not nitful G Þþ 
| examples,” but becauſe 1 do not wiſh to treſpaſs upon your time. 
The preſent war, ſay Miniſtets, was popular in its commence= © þ 
9 5 - ment; the ſame was fajd of the. commencement of the American | 
War. I will not ſtop to inquire into the truth of the aſſertion, 
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jus of "> . 2 clan 6 rag excited 30 the 


gp" 8 
e which Miniſters called the, voice. of the nation. What- 


- ever may have. been the caſe, however, in the outfet oft the two. 
. the prog preſs in the. public opinion, has been the. fame. i in 
a ve” that as in the American war the public pi: 
ſw had chan ed; though gh no change was produced by the genera 
 ekMon'of 19867 fo 
efent war has 3 univerſally unpapu lar in England, though it 
PW not made its Voice to be heard by the choice ol repreſentatives. 
/ the general election has not produced A. change of men, 
he muſt be a dull, obſerver of the public mind who ſays, that 


9. now, + 0 aver that, Top the laſt two years, the, 


3 eral cleaion did not afford a ſtriking proof of a change in 
E pu for or What was the conduct of the 


ments of the people; af 


candidates in popblous places on 
Ring 1 — 4 the war; we mage 


the two ſides? We boaſted 8 


It < ur Claim, and our appeal 


2 mA ence of the peo Ne, that we. had reſiſted every one „ 


e meaſures by which the 
preſent condition. What. Was the 

the other fide? It cdnfiſted of apole 
ing the war; it conſi ſted of 


Joyernment has brought us into ur 


conduct of the candidates on 
9 55 for their paſt -« offence of - 
whining and canting e 
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ms, in deſcripti 
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prefentations 0 


by the. 


that 


erving man, t 


ledly voted againſt the conti- 


Can the people have confidence in this Houſe? Can they have 


Confidence in a Houſe that has given their countenance to. miſre= 


_ prefentation through the whole courſe of the war? Suppoſe the 
people were to look for the hiſtory of the events that have — 
RH in this war, and for the condition of the country to the 
ing's ſpeeches. from the throne, and to the addreſſes of the two 
- HouRs, of Parliament ; they would ſee that almoſt in every in- 
Lance his Msjeſty h as declared from the throne, and the Houſe of 


Commons has replied in its humble and loyal addreſſes, that our 7 : 


ets were improved, and, that the country was flouriſhing and 
rous. Look at all the King's ſpeeches and. addreſſes ſince 
"oi year 1793, and'ypu. will find that this is their general tone and 
language. And yet this is the Houſe of Commons in which the 

eople of Englan are to have confidence ! Amidſt all the failures. 
_ and Tufferin which they have had to deplore, and in their preſent. 
_ condition of dreadful and unparalleled. calamity, they are called 
upon to wat to a Houſe of Commons; that aſſures them heir 
8 and their ſitoation. haye 0 Se! \mproving. ſince 
Bo” ear 1793! 
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wa 
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ng of alarms, and not unfrequently i in. mile = 
facts. Such was the feelin conveyed by 

5 election: it ferved to convince every. obſe 
* repreſentative ſyſtem had been perfect, or the practice pure, 
the new Parliament. would have. Jeet 

yl a nuance of the war, Sceing then the conduct they have — 


here has deen at difffrent 8 a great Jak of diſpute about. 8 8 
: vietu 1 1 £-cnined TR. 1 n Ho PIR Ane for . nice 


YH. fubtilties and, ſpecial pleadings on the conſtitution; much dee 

FF pends Ugo appearance as well as reality. I know well thats 

lar body. of 5 58 gentlemen, if truly independent of the Crown, . 

would be a ſtrong barrier to the people; but the Houſe of Com- 
| mons mould nor only be, but appear to be, the repreſentative of | 
| the people: the ſyſtem ſhould ſatisfy the prejudices and the pride, 

as well as the reaſon of the people; IT gu neve X 

give the juſt impreſſion which a Houſe of Commons ought to make 
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& * 


popular 


ſingle caſe of inquiry—that they have never interpoſed a ſing! 
reſtraint upon abuſe, may nat gentlemen conliſtently feel that the 
reform which they previouſly thought unneceſſary is now indif= © 
_ -  penſible? We have heard to-day, Sir, all the old arguments 
about hondur on the one {ide being as likely as honour on the 
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you never can expect io 


on the people, until you derive rote e en from tem. It is 
aſked, why gentlemen who were again 


ho were a A pacliomentary reform 8 
on former occaſions ſhould; vote for it now ? Ten years ago men 


might reaſonably. object to any reform of the ſyſtem, who ought = 


no, in iy opinion, to be governed by motives that are irreſiſt- 
ible in its favour, They might look back with ſomething un 
|  fatisfaQtionandiriumphto former Parliaments, and conſole them- 
| ſelves with the reflection, that though in moments of an ordinary” 
Find, in the common courſe of human events, Parliament might 
| © abate from its, vigilance, and ,give'a greater degree of confidence 
chan was {triftly conformable with repreſentative duty —yet 
there was a point beyond which no artifice of power, no in- 

| fluence of corruption, could carry them; that there were barriers _ 
in the Britiſh conſtitution over which the Houſe of Commons 5 


em- 


ence, what truſt, what reliance, can they have for any one veſtige 
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n, fit where he may.:—all'this, Sir, is very idle lan- 


# whole of this cke, de it i6 how carried on, is as outrage. 


Fos us the energies of virtye,' and ſap the foundations of patrlot- 


WM tobe git an end to; and ig is no argument that, becauſe it laſted | 
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A, 


| see for . 3 it . not . nr 


if the plan af repreſentation were ſufficient,|: But, Sir, there iss 
lum ping conſideration, if I may be allowed the phraſe, which... 
now more than ever ought to make every man a convert to ba, 


mentary reform; there is an annual revenue of twenty-thrge mil. 


lions ſterling collected by the executive government from ihe 
people. Here, Sir, is the deſpot of election; here is the nem 
power that has grown u P to magnitude; that bears down before it; 


: 45 defenſive barrier eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors for the protegione. 
t 


he people. They had no ſuch tyrant, to control, they had no 
ſuch enemy to oppoſe. Againſt every ching Which, was knowpy 
Against every thing that was ſeen, they did provide; but it did not 
enter into tlie contemplation, of thole Who cſtablithed the checks. 


and barriers. of our ſyſtem, that they would eyer have to ſtang. 


againſt a revenue of Wenty⸗-three millions a year, The whole. . 
landed rental of the kingdom is not eſtĩmated at more than twenty 

ſive millions a year, and this rental is divided and diſperſed oer 
large body, who cannot be ſuppoſed. ty act in concert, ot o give, 
to their power the farce of combination and unity; ; but even if all, 


1 | united, Organz: q, and exerted, has it not now to oppoſe 4: PN 


near, equal to itſelf in one hand, in a hand that las all the means 
of hoſtility prepared, and all the reſources for action in Tull, 


Hig? But it is ſaid; that though the Government is in the e- 


ceipt of a revenue of twenty-three millions a year, it has not he, 
_ expenditure” of that ſum, and that its inffuence ought. not ta be 
_ calculated from what it receives, but what it has to pay away. E 


a howeyer, to the good ſenſe. and; to the perſonal. Pe, 
. exce of gentlemen who hear me, if it be not a manifeſt iruth that 


8 influence depends almait. as much upon what they have to eite, 


s upon what they have. to pay; whether it does not progeed as, 

much from the ſubwiſhon ofthe dependant who has,a debt to. Payr: 
as on-the gratitude of che perfap whoſe attachment they geward 2. 
And if this be true, in the influence which individuals derive from. - 
the rentals of their ellates, and from the expenditute of that 
1 rental, how much more 16.1 is it true of Government, Who, both. 


in the xeceipe and expenditure. of this enormous revenue, are 


1 actuated by ane invariahle principle, that of extending or With. 
1755 bolding favour; in. exact ptopol jon to the A ar reſiſtaneg 
too theſt mealilres which the, individuals make? 


ompaterthis rer 4 
venus then With that againſt which gur anceſtors were {a anxious 
to pretect us, and. chmpare this revenue with all the bulwarks of 


| our conſtitution in preceding times, and you mul}, acknowledge, 
I chat though thoſe hujwarks were ſuficient to protect us in he 
| days of King Williary and Queen Anne, they ate not <qual te the, 
enemy Wwe have now to reſiſt. But it is ſaid, What will this reform |. 


. for us? will it be a taliſman ſuſſicient to tetrieve all-the: ve pu 
aunks whith v5 have W AS . to . wat 2 
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— io les to reforms of Abit CLARITY Ao. 
' Feforti of all the ahuſes that have erept into our government. But 
2 the ſame time I think it would do this, 4 think it would give | 


us the chance, as I ſaid before, of recovery. It would give us, 
1 the firſt place; a Parliament vigilant and ſerupulous, and that 
Would infure'to'vs'a government active and ceconomical. It would 


prepare the way for every. rational improvement, of which, With 7 


Gut diſturbing the parts, our \conſtitution is ſuſceptible! '-Tt wor 
60 more : it would open the way for exertions infinitely more ex: 
tenſive than all that we have hitherto made. The Right Honourable 


Gentleman ſays that we haye made exertions. True :—but'what Ts, 


de they in compariſon to our neceſſity ? and yet they have ſunk 
uss into decrepitude; and threaten us with convülſion- I with'you 
_ t6 be reſtored to a vigour that ſhall make you equal to your emer- 
8 But the Right Honourable Gentleman ſays that, when We 
conſider sur comparative ſituation with that of countries who hay 
| taken another line of condutt in the preſent ſtate of the world, We 

kit-to' rejoice ; and that our ſituation is infinitely ſuperior is 
* choke: who have not purſued the {ame route.” I confeſs, Sir, that 
= am very much at a Joſs to conceive what country the Ri ht Ho-. 
nourable Gentleman has in view in this compariſon. Does he 


mean to aſſett that the nations ho preferred the line of tievtra- : Xs 


ne to that of war have fallen into a ſeverer-calamity | than our- 
ives, and the other powers who have embraced the politics 0 

- mh Right Honourable Gentleman ? Does he. mean to ſay, that 
Sweden, or that Denmark, has ſuffered more by obſerving an 
_ Inprudent neutrality, than England or Auſtria by wiſely plunging 
ves into a war? Or does he mean to inſinuate that Pruſfia 


bas been the victim of its impolicy; in getting out of the conflict” 


on the firſt-occaſion ? If this be the interpretation of the Right 
. Geptleman's argument, I da not believe that he will 
£ many perfons to ſubſcribe to the juſtice of his compariſon,— 


ut probably he alludes to the fate of Holland: if this be the "Oy 


je& to which he wiſhes to turn our eyes, he does it ünjuſtfyl 
Rolland acted under the deſpotic mandate 6f that Right Hos 
e Gentleman 3 -and Hclland, whatever: the has ſuffered 


_ whatever may be her preſent fituation=—lays: her calamitits to 7 


_ thargg of. Englagd. cannot, then, adivirof-the argument, thr! 


dur ſitustion is e rel better than that of the natibns W- 


Altogether kopt out of the war, or, being drawn into it in the firſt 


laſtance, cor rected their OT, e eee to themſelves e 
ena of peace. 5 | Sy BORE AL n £51 te +3. THC 


#Þ have detained- oy Sin thas kale tit rephing to the | ments 
— ck have been advanced at different times againſt the reform of 
Parliament as 2 general meaſure of-policy, © come now to con- 
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tion comes with a very ill grace from the 8 
tleman; it contradicts his own conduct, it contradicts the policy 1 
for which he ſtrenuouſly argued. In the year 1785 he moved fr 
leave to bring in a bill on a ſpecific plan, and he ſairſ y called for the 
| ſupport of all thoſe who approved of the principle of reform, what- 


me . that 838 . 3 may be ts any 2 8 
Womens ine of reform, if they art friendly to the principle, they , 
. Sug to vote for. the preſent queſtion, becauſe it is merely a mo 
tion for leave to bring in a bill Which would be printed in order tio 
give time for deliberate diſcuſſion. An o 2 to ſuch a mo- 


ight Honourable Gen- 


ever might be the latitude of their ideas on the ſubject; Whether 


they withed for more or leſs than his propoſition, he thought that 
ihey ſhould agree to the introduction of the bill, that it mignt 
be freely diſcuſſed in the committee, in hopes "that the united - 
wiſdom: of the Houſe: might ſhape out ſomething that would de 
generally acceptable. Upon this candid argument I, for one, 
acted. I did not approve of his ſpecife propoſition, and yet I voted 
And this, Sir, has gene- 

rally happened to me on all the former occaſions, when Vece geh 
iend to 
the principle, J have never before ſeen a ſpecific plan that had 
my cordial approbation. That which came neareſt, and of which 
I the leaſt diſapproved, was the plan of an Honourable Gentle- 
Mr. Flood); he was the firſt perſon W 
eee the idea of exiending What might be proper to add to 


with him for leave to bring in the bill. 


de have been made. Though L have conſtantly been a 


_ man.who is now: no more ( 


reſentation, to houſe-keepers, as to a deſeription of perſons 


"hw beſt calculated to give efficacy to the repreſentative ſyſtem. 
My Honourable Friend's plan, built upon chis idea, is an im- 
ptovement of it, ſince it is not an attempt even to vary the form 
and outline, much leſs to new- model the repreſentation of the 


Pepi; it keeps every thing in its Place; ; it neither varies the 


number, nor changes the name, nor diverts the courſe of auy 
part of our ſyſtem ; it corrects without change: it extends with- 


out deſtruction of any eſtabliſhed right; it reſtores ſimply what 
has been injured by abuſe; and reinſtates what time has mouldered. 
away; no man can have a right to complain of genuine property |. 
aſſailed z no habit even; no mode of thinking, no prejudice, will 
be wounded; it traces back the path of the conſtitution from 
Which we have wandered, but it runs out into no new direction. 
3 ſays, that the county repreſentation muſt be good, 
hat it muſt be approved of; be it ſo: this propoſes to leave e 
county xepreſentation where it is; I wiſh ſo to leave it. 1 think 
 that:repreſentation ought to be of a compound nature. The coun», 
es: may be conſidered as territorial repreſentation, as contradif> 1 
. from popular; ; but, in order to embrace all chat I think 


„ I certainly would not approve of any further extenſion 
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1 . * epo er not to hs „ engintained 7 Sar; is FL 
matter for further diſcuſſion; have no heſitation in ſay ing, m 7 
opinion leads the other way; but if it ſhould be thought ſo, it 
mn de ſo modified in the bill. There is no reaſonable. objection | 
to its introduction on account of our not now agreeing with all its 
parts. My Honourable F riend, with alt his abilities, and all the 
. induſtry with which he has digeſted his propoſition, does not _” 
ſume to offer it to you as a perfect plan, nor call upon you to 
ſubſetibe to it with implicit "A He does not call upon you to 

_ ads opt all his notions, nor does he think. that Every part of his "2 
will be found to quadrate with the abſtract pripciplesof repre ent- 
ation; he looks to what is practicable in the condition in which 

we are placed, not to what a new people miglit be tempted to 
hazard. My opinion, however unimportant it may be, goes with 
the Honourable Gentleman. I think that there is enough. of enter- 

_ priſe and vigour in the plan to reſtore us to health, and not enough 

to run us into diſorder, I agree with him, becauſe I am — 
of opinion with all the philoſophical | writers on the ſübject, that 
when a country is ſunk into a ſituation of apathy and abuſe, it n 1 
eng be recovered by recurring to its firſt principles. 

Now, Sir, 1 think that acting. on this footing, PRE 7, os 
right of lion to houſekeepers, is the beſt and moſt adviſeable 
plan of reform; I think alſo, that it is the moſt perfect recurrence 
to firſt principles; I do not mean to the firſt ee of ſociety, 
nor the abſtract principles of reprefentation, but-to the firſt known 
and recorded principles of our conſtitution. According to the 
early hiſtory of England, and the higheſt authorities on our 
parſiamentary conſtitution, I find this to be the caſe. It is he 
- Opinion of the celebrated Glanville, that in all cafes where no 
particular right intervenes, the common law right of paying ſcot 
and lot was the right of election in the land; this, Sir, was the 
en of Sergeant Glanville, and of one of the moſt celebrated 
- committees. of which our parliamentary hiſtory has to boaſt, and 
5 in my opinion, is the ſafeſt line of conduct you can ad 5 
But it is ſaid, that extending the right of voting to houſckeepers | 
may, in ſome reſpects, be compared to univerſal ſuffrage. I have 
always deprecated univerſal ſuffrage, not ſo much on-account of 
the confuſion to Which it would lead, as becauſe I think that we 
ſhould in reality loſe the very object which we deſire to obtain; 
becauſe I think it would in its nature embarraſs and prevent the 
deliberative voice of the country from being heard. I do not think 
that you augment and multiply the deliberative body of the ple 50 
59 counting all the heads, but that in truth you 8 
individuals, by this means, the power of drawing forth numb 


Rr 


. 5 Who, without deliberation, would implicitly act upon their win. 


Mx opinion is, that the beſt plan of repreſentation is that which 55 85 
Fa N into —— ns ROS Es: of En 5 1 
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ſituation and condition takes from them the power of deliberation. 


I can have no conception of that being a good plan of election which 
ſhould enable individuals to bring regiments to the poll. I hope 


7 eee, e will not ſmile if I endeavour to illuſtrate my poſition _ 
dy referring to the example of the other ſex, In all the theories: 
and projects of the moſt abſurd ſpeculation, it has never been 
ſuggeſted that it would be adviſeable to extend the elective ſ uffrage 
do the female ſex, and yet, juſtly reſpecting, as we muſt do, the 
mental powers, the acquirements, the diſerimination, and the 
talents of the women of England, in the preſent improved ſtate * 
ſociety knowing the opportunities which they have for acquiring 


knowledge that they have intereſts as dear and as important as our 


on, it muſt be the genuine feeling of every gentleman who hears . - * 


me, that all the ſuperior claſſes of the female ſex of England muſt be 
more capable of exerciſing the elective ſuffrage with deliberation | 
and propriety than the uninformed individuals of the loweſt claſs 
of men to whom the advocates of univerſal ſuffrage would extend 
it; and yet, why has it never been imagined that the right of elec- 
tion ſhould be extended to women? Why, but becauſe by the law 
of nations, and perhaps alſo by the law of nature, that ſex is de- 
pendent on our's; and becauſe, therefore, their voices would be 
governed by the relation in Which, they ſtand in ſociety? There: 
fore it is, Sir, that with the exceptions of companies, in which 
the right of voting merely affects property, it has never been in 
the contemplation of the moſt abſurd theoriſts to extend the electiye 
franchiſe to the ſex. The deſideratum to be obtained, is inde- 
pendent voters, and that, I ſay,” would be a defective ſyſtem that 


„ a ſhould bring regiments of foldiers, of ſeryants, and of perſons | 
wWhaſe low condition neceſſarily curbed the independence of their 


minds. That then I take to be the moſt perfect ſyſtem which 


ſhall include the 2 quantity of independent electors, and 
exclude the greate 
condition dependent. I think that the plan of my Honourable 
Friend draws this line as diſcreetly as it can be drawn, and it 3 
no means approaches to univerſal ſuffrage. It would neither ad- 


number of thoſe Who are neceſſarily by their 


mit, except in particular inſtances, ſoldiers nor ſervants. Uni- 


verfal ſuffrage would extend the right to three millions of men, but 
there are not more than ſeven hundred thouſand houſes that 


would came within the plan of my Honourable Friend; and 


When it is conſidered that out of theſe ſame : are the property of 
. minors, and that ſome perſons have two or more houſes; it would 
fix the numper of voters for Great Britain at ſix hundred thou- 


ſand; and I call upon gentlemen to fay, whether this would not 


| pf be ſufficiently extenſive for deliberation on the one hand, and 1 
ſiufficiently limited for order on the other. This has no ſimilaritß 
1 8 with VOIR Te and ON. 85 Un e of reprefent- 


DM _ 


185 ; 
: . 


16 


3 would MON PETER e . 
fiftoen hundred conſtituents. But it is ſaid, Would even this/plan 


ol reform protect us againſt the conſequences of bribery and cor- 
ruption? I da not affect to ſay that it would; I do not believe 
. © that in the preſent ſtate of ſociety we can be altogether free . 
e this evil; no laws will be found ſufſſicient to eradicate an evil, 
which example has ſo banefully eſtabliſhed. We have for a c tle: 
of years incujcated and habituated the people to the fordid vice, 
3 8 and we certainly cannot wonder that a poor man ſhould not 9 4 
tt take five guineas for his vote, when he knows that the v. pt 
5 Lord in his neighbouthood took four or five thouſand. But, it * 
ts be hoped, that when this baneful encouragement is removed, 
te regulations that would be introduced would tend to dimini th, 
jf not altogether remove, the evil. Among thoſe regulations, a 
2 Dn ſhortening the duration of Parliaments would be one ſtrong 


8 'correQtive, and this, I think, might be done with great conreni- 


+ . 


a and facility. by the Plan upon which the een uh be 
- r 
I has often pod a queſtion, both wiki 455 a hots. 


4 Valle, how far repreſentatives ought to be bound by the inſtruf- 


tions of their conſtituents. It is a queſtion upon which my mind is 
not altogether made up, though I own T lean to the opinion, that 
bang to Jegillate for the empire, they onght not to be altogether 
guided by iuſtructions that may be dictated by local intereſts, | 5 
"Jt cannot, however, approve. of the very ungracious manner in 
_ Which I ſometimes hear expreſſions of contempt for the opinionof 
. conſtituents ; they are made with a very bad grace in the firlt 
ſeſſion of a ſeptenpial Parliament, particularly if they ſhould come 
from individuals, who in the concluding feffion of a former Par- 
_ Kament did not ſeruple to court the favour of the very fame" con- 
ſtituents, by declaring that they voted againſt their conſcience in 
5 with their deſire, As was the cafe of an Honourable - 
Alderman of the city of London. Put, Sir, there is one claſs of 
conflituents whoſe iltruckions it is conſidered as the implicit duty 
of members to hey. When gentlemen repreſent populons towns 


.___andciriex; then it is diſputable whether they ought to obey their 


voice, or follow the dictates of their own conſcience ; but if they 
pre a noble Lord, or a noble Duke, then it "bebomes no. 
longer a queſtion of doubt ; ; he is not conſidered: as 4 man of 
- honour who does not implicitly obey the orders of his fingle n, 5 
ſtituent. He | is to have no conſcience; no liberty, no diſcretion. | 55 
8 his own; he is ſent here by my Lord this, or the Duke of that, - 
68 if de does not obey the inſtructions he receives, he is not to 
 be.confidered as a man of honour and a gentleman. Such is the 
1 of reaſoning that prevails in this Hovle, Is this fair? Is 5 
there amy reciprocity in this: conduct? Is a gentleman to be per- 
ae e e 15 e e an 
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but if he dares to diſagtee with the Duke, or Lord, or Baronet, 


| oftherity * Londen; BY ee of Weſtminſter, or of Brite; 7 


- whoſe repreſentative he is, that he muſt be conſidered a ways for - 


5 Er, 


the ſociety of men of honour? © + 4 


This, Sir, is the chicane and tyranny of 1 W this * 


at the ſame time, is called repreſentation. In a very great de- 
gree the county members are held in the ſame fort o thraldom. 
A number of Peers poſſeſs an over weening intereſt in the 
county, and a gentleman is no longet permitted to hold his ſitu- 
ation than as he acts agreeably' to the dictates of thoſe powerful _. 
families. Let us ſee. how {he whole of this ſtream of corruption 


has been diverted from the fide of the people to that ef the | 


crown;—with what,a conſtant, perſevering art, every man 
who is poſſeſſed of influence in counties, corporations, or bo- 


roughs, that Will yield to the ſolicitations of the court, is drawn 
over to that phalanx which is oppoſed to the ſmall remnant of 
popular election. I have looked, Sir, to the machinations of 


1 


the preſent Miniſter in that way, and I find that, including the 


number of additional titles, the Right Honourable Gentleman 
has made no fewerithan one hundred and fifteen peers in the 
dure of his adminiſtration ; that is to ſay, he has beſtowed ne 
fewer than one hundred and Atern titles, including new creations 
and elevations from one rank to another! How many of theſe 
are to be aſoribed to national ſervices, and how many to parlia- 
mentary intereſt, I leave the Houſe to inquire. The country is 
not blind to theſe arts of influence, and it is impoſhdle that =o 
— won expect them to continue to endure them. 


A noble Lord bas quoted a moſt able book on 7 5 ſubje& 45 = 
: 9 French revolution, the work of Mr. ee yen and 1 re- 


Joice to ſee that gentlemen begin now: to acknowl edge. the merits _ 


of that eminent writer, and that the impreſſion that it made upon 


me at the time is now felt and acknowledged even by thoſe per- 
ſons who diſputed its authority. The noble Lord (Hawkeſbury) 
has quoted Ar. Mackintoſh's brok on account of the obſervation , -- 
Rate Which he made on the article which relates to the French elec- 
tions: he thought that their plan would lead to the evil of uni- 
verſal ſuffrage. I have not forgot the ſareaſms that were fung | 
out en my approbation ef this celebrated work; that I was told 
. my new library, ſtuffed. with the jargon of the Rights of 
„Man:“ it now appears, however, that I did not greatly-over- 
_ rate this performance, and they now quote Mr. Mackintoſh as 


an authority, who before treated him with ſplenetic ſcorn. 


Now, Sir, with all my fincere admiration of this book, I think 
the weakeſt and moſt objectionable paſſage in it, is that Which 

tte noble Lord has quoted; I think it is that which the learned 
author would himſelf be the moſt deſirous to correct. Without 
"NY to n, and e thrones: ang: without in- 
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5 ne bee into dhe as BY man Ds 10 is 3 | 
«© _ to ourpurpole, there is one poſition in which we ſhall all agree, 
that man has the right to be well governed. Now, it is obvious, 
that no people can be ſatisfied with a government from the con- 
ſtituent parts of which they are excluded. When we look to the 
_ Kingdom of Scotland, we ſee a ſtate of repreſentation ſo mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd, ſo ridiculous and revolting, that it is good for 
x Nothing, except, perhaps, to be placed by the fide of the Eaglich, . 
Ain order to ſet off our defective ſyſtem, by the compariſon af one 
ſitill more defective. In Scotlaud there is no ſhadow even of re- 
pPreſentation, there is neither a repreſentation. of property for the 
Counties, nor of population for the towns. It is not what Wwe 
underſtand in England by freeholders, that elect in the counties; 
the right is veſted in what is called the ſuperiorities, and it 
might ſo happen that all the members for the counties of Scot, 
and might come here without having the vote of a ſingle perſon . 
_ who had a foot of property in the lang. — This is an extreme 
caſe, but it is within the limits of their ſyſtem. In the boroughs | 
their magiſtrates are ſelf· elected, and therefore the A er HAVE . * 
| nothing to do with the population of the towns. TID] 
Now, Sir, having: ſhewn'this to be the ſtate o the country and. 13 | 
the ſtate of our repreſentation, I afk you what remedy there can 
be other than reform? What can we expect, as the neceſſary e 
_refult of a ſyſtem fo defective and vicious in all its parts, but inn 
crxeaſed and increaſing calamiities, until we ſhall be driven to * ETSY 
convulſion that would overthrow every thing? If we do not apply 
this remedy in time, our fate is inevitable. Our moſt illuſtrious 
Patriots, and the men whoſe: memories are the deareſt to Engliſh. _ 
wien, have long ago pointed out to us parliamentary reform as the 
; 8 only means of redreſſing national grievance. I need not inform 
Fou, that Sir George Saville was its moſt ſtrenuous advocate; T 
need not tell you that” the venerable and illuſtrious Camden was 
e life a ſteady adviſer of ſeaſonable reform; nay, Sir, to a 
certain degree We have the authority of Mr. Burke himſelf for the 
propriety of correcting the abuſes of our ſyſtem; for gentlemen 
. will remember the memorable anfwer that he gave to the argu- 
ment that was uſed for our right of 4axing America, on the ſcore 
öf their being virtually repreſented; and that they were in tje 
fame ſituation as Mancheſter, Birmingham, and Sheffield — 
5 What! ſaid Mr. Burke, „when the people of America look. 
ow up to you with the eyes of filial. love and affection, will bu 
turn to them the ſbamefu] parts of the conſtitution ?*? | "With, 8 
then, the concurring teſtimony of ſo many authorities for cor- 
pes our abuſes, Why do we heſitate? Can we do any ae = 
by experiment? - Can we poſſibly put ourſelves into a worſe cons. | 
dition than we are? What advantages we ſhall gain I know not; 
TO think v we ſhall. Loan ſy il think we ſhall. . at "ance I, 
OE Cn Oy "$a 
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- ance of warding of the evil of confuſion, growing out of accu- 


7 


mulated diſcontent; I think that we ſhall ſave ourſelves from the 


„yr. ͤ Doo Sb. Eee, 


evil that has fallen upon Ireland-; 1 think that we ſhall datisty 
the moderate, and take even from the violent, if any ſuch there 
de, the power of increaſing their numbers, and of making con- 
verts to their ſchemes. This, Sir, is my ſolemn opinion, and 
upon this ground it is that I recommend with earneſtneſs and ſoli- 


citude the propoſition of my Honaumble Friend. F $58 4 LR SS | 


4 * 1 4 


And now, Sir, before I fit down, allow me to make a fingle 


. obſervation with reſpect to the character and conduct of thoſe 
who have, in conjunction with myſelf, felt it their duty to oppoſe 

the progreſs of this diſaſtrous war. IL hear it ſaid, “ Nou do na- 
c thing but miſchief when you are here, and yet We ſnhould be 


| fſorry to ſee you away.” I do not know how we ſhalbbe abe 


do ſatisfy the gentlemen who feel towards us in this way; if we 
Can neither do our duty without miſchief, nor pleaſe them witin 
doing nothing, I know but of ane way by which we can give 


l r Bl Ü11TT12x ts 3. 
4 5 "Do — * 5 ; 


Soni ee that is by putting an end to our exiſtence. 


KN ith reſpect to myſelf, and I believe I can alſo ſpeak for others, 


I do not feel it conſiſtent with my duty totally to ſecede from this 


| Houſe. I have no ſuch intention; but, Sir, I have no heſita. 
tion in ſaying, that after ſeeing the conduct of this Houle, after 


FF 1 


. 9 


I ſeeing them give to Minifters their confidence and ſupport, upon 


convicted failure, impoſition, and incapacity; after ſeeing them 


4 


af and blind to the conſequences of a career that pe netrates the 


hearts of all other men with alarm, and that neither reaſon, ex- & 
perience, nor duty, are ſuffieienily powerful to inffuenee them tio 
oppoſe the conduct of Government, I certainly do think that! 
may devote more of my time to my private purſuits, and to be 
retirement which I love, than I have hitherto done; I certainly - 
| think I need not devote much of it to fruitleſs. exertions, and to 
| idle: talk, in this Houſe, Whenever it ſhall appear that my efforts 
may contribute in any degree to reſtore us to the ſituation from 


which the confidence of this Houſe in a deſperate ſyſtem, and an 


incapable Adminiſtration, has ſo ſuddenly reduced us, I ſhall be 


found ready to diſcharge my du... brig hen 4 on © 
Dir, I have done; I have given my advice. I propoſe the re- 


” 
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medy, and fatal will it be for England if pride and prejudice © © © | 


much longer continue to oppoſe. it, —The remedy which is pro- 

_ poſed is ſimple, eaſy, and practicable; it does not touch: the vi- 

_ tals of the conſtitution ; and I ſincerely believe it will reſtore us to 
peace and harmony. Do you think that you muſt not come to 
parliamentary reform ſoon, and is it not better to come to it now - _ 


| when you have the power of deliberattdn, than when perhaps it 


may be extorted from you by convulſion? There is as yet time 


do frame it with freedom and diſcuſſion; it will even yet go to 


- the people with the 
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grace and favour of a ſpontaneous act. 


| Ws will it s hes" 36k is NC; Ort with FARE 
and violence? Ged forbid that this ſhould be the caſe, but now 


is the moment to prevent it; and now, I ſay, wiſdom. and po- 
. Hy recommend it to you, when you may enter into all the con- 


5 When you will have nothing to conſider but the number and the 


| 4 = | | fore of thoſe who: demand it. It is aſked; whether liberty has 


not gained much of late ears, and Whether the popular branch 
ought not, therefore, to content? To this I anſwer, that if 
Abderty has gained much, power has gained more. Power has 
deen indefatigable and un wearied in its eneroachments; every | 


= 10 2 ting has run in that direction through the whole courſe. of the 


. 1 reign. This was the opinion of Sir George Saville, of the 
C er Rockingham, and of all the virtuons men who in 
. their public life proved themſelves to be adyvbeates for the rights 
e ef the people. They ſaw and deplored the tendency of the 
Court; they ſaw that there was a determined ſpitit in the ſecret 
| oſt: of the crown to advance its power, and 10 encourage no 
adminiſtration that ſhould net bend itſelf to that purſuit. Ace. 
— cordingly through the whole reign no adminiſtration who cheriſhed 
- ,Hotions of a different kind has been permitted to laſt; and nothing, 
OG 8 or next to nothing, has been gained to the ſide of t 
„ le, but every thing to the crown in the courfe of the reign. 
a, ed ring the whole of this period we have had no more than thr 
E "ins, one for twelve months, one for nine, and o 
ir three months, that acted upon the popular principles of the 
"early" part of this century: nothing, therefore, I ſay, has been 
E to the people, while the conſtant current has run towards 
crown, and God knows what is to be the conſequence, both 
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to the crown and country. I believe that we ate come to the 


4 | 5 La laſt moment of poſſible remedy. I believe that at this moment 


the enemies of both are few; but 1 firmly believe that what has 
been ſeen in Ireland, will he. experienced alfo here; and ri Ih 
8 we are o go on in the ſame careet with convention bills and acts 


many, and that we ſhall have to pay a ſevere retribution for. our 
Preſent pride. What a noble Lord faid ſome time ago of F rance, 


| E 3% CEP way be applicable to this very ſubject What!“ faid he, „ne- Rez 
R gotiate with France? Wih men whoſe hands are fecking WN 5 „ 


de the blood of their ſovereign? What! ſhall we (degrade: our- 


4 matic language, to be en u goed underfeanding with them?” Gen- 


1 5 - 4 ſelves by going to Paris, and there aſking/in humble, diplo- 
| en will remember theſe lofty words, and yet we have come 


10 N to this humiliation, we have negotiated with France, and 1 ſhould : 
N Wo not be ſurpriſed to ſee the noble Lord himſelf (Hawkeſbury) EH 
wt _ going to Paris, not at the head of his regiment, but on a diplo-. |. 
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_Hideraiions to which it leads, rather than to poſtpone it to a time . 
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of. exaſperatior of all "kinds, the few. will ſoon become the 
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which the events of the world exhibit to our view? Pidg, | 
obſtinacy, and. inſult, muſt. end i in conceſſions, and theſe cone „ 


Now. is the moment to prevent all theſe gegradstions; 925 63 yo 


narchy, the Ariſtocracy, the People themſelves, may now be ſaveck; 1 4 


it is only _neceflar v4 at this moment, to conquer our on Pa. DE „ 
_ Hons, Let thoſe 


iniſters, whoſe evil genius has brought us to our 1 — 
preſent condition, retire from the poſt to which they are unequal. - „ 
have no heſitation in ſaying, that the preſent Aang en | 
* can nor ought to remaig in place; 15 them retire from His 
| Mis councils; and then let us, with an earneſt deſire. H 
, covering the country, purſue this moderate ſcheme of ele, 5 1 
under the auſpices of men Who are likely 10 conciliate the R 
nion of the people. I dq not ſpeak this, Sir, from perſonal > 
ambition. A new Adminiſtration ought to be formed; I have no „ 
dieſire, no wiſh, 0 making a part of any ſuch Adminiſtration; 2 x7 3 
Lam ſure that ſpch an arrangement is feaſible, and that it is capable. * 
of being done without me. My firſt and chief deſire is to . 
this great end accompliſhed ; have no deſire to be the perſon, MS: ; | 
to be one of the perſons, to do it; but though my Will! is for 
retirement, I ſhall always be ready to give my free and firm” ſup . 
port to any Adminiſtration. that ſhall reſtore to the country ö 
| == rights, and re-eſtabliſh its ſtrength upon the baſis of free 
_ repre £14 


entation ; and therefore, Sir, I ſhall e Bey vote 
- the propoſi ition of my TH eh 22 8 
e - Ky e 3% . | 2 14 „ 
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WIG CLUB: or ENOLAND. . 95 5 


ws numerous Meeting, held at the 8 Anchor Tavern, i in. 
the Strand, on- Tueſday the 6th day of June, „„ 1 

D Ends 3 7.5 of THANE T in the Chair, 

55 the Motion of General Tarleton, ſoconded dy Mr. Fox, 1 . 
bal unanimouſly, 9 That the Polith General, Thaddeus Koſciuſks, _ 
reguelted: by this Gab to accept of a Sword, as a public teſtimony of their 
ſenſe of his exalred virtues, aud of his gallant, generous, and exemplary: | 


— noms to defend and fave his country.”* | 
Mr, Fox moved, and it was reibl ved unanimouſty, « That a Compmitice” | 


e paſſed "his Cs hun tl 
_ Reſolved, That this Club having been inſtituted: to perpetuate the p 


ciples and to maintain. the | rivileges ſecured by the Revolution of 1688, 1s . 
f, by all law ful means, every departure from 
15 Conſtitution, Which at that glorious #ra was fo. manfolly afferred. 


e pledged to refi 


5 | c 1 pointed to provide a ſword accordingly, and that General Tarleton ds 
| t it to General Koſeiuſko, in the name of th Wbis Club of Eng- 5 


01 the Motion of Mr. Erſkine, ſeeonded by Mr. Francis, the following 8 


Reſolved, That the Whole fyſtem and conduct ot his eſty's preſent_ 77 


Ministers appear to us to de one continued violation of that Conſtitution, 


{t the People. 


| and 1 to bring the Britiſh * inte contempt and datred 5 . f 


" Re lved, e e has derived an alarming anion  - 


exampled alcendancy from the enormous . of the Cwwn, "ily en. en. | 


/ greaſed by the command and ide of an encreaſing* rever-:e, and 


acting upon . 4 8 effect from the inadequate Ne. 75 


_ Preſpntation of the Peopl ommons.-- -- 
Reſolved, That in r we the. determination of Miniſters 10 


| 1 _ employ this dangerous and inconſtitutiona} influence to refit eyen the * | 
ſideratlon of any Reform of Parliament, ud from the contemp!/tions, au- 


dacious, and ügprincipled declarations of f ns hug in office; e 
equately repreſented, end- 


to create à dangerous jealouſy in the mation at lade of the views and 


prineipies of all j perions of rank and Propertye it becomes the duty of this - 


Aub tg give u public c and ſolemn pled e to dur cbüntrymen that nn 
_ Exert ourſelves, by all lawful means,' 16 obtain lor the bag 4 I 
1 and rx E Repreſentation in Parliament. 

© Reſolved, That we highly approve of the pre P c 
to the Houſe of Commons, on the 26th day „bein 5 2 

Wie that the reſtoration vf triengial Parete, to de $: Yap for 

© counties by forty ſhilling: freatioiders and copy holders, and by leaſeholders 


| having a proportional property and tenure, to be hereafter adjuſted—the 
1 e . repre ah. fa to be regulated as 0 Five a right of "4D. 
[875 ahve ate inhabitant houſcholdgr paying ſcot and lut—would f 
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rpoſes of free Britiſh Government, „ 


in effect a full, fair, and free ace of the People. 
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